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Session. He is responsible to the Collector for the proper discharge
of their duties by the subordinate revenue s'taff including the
village officers and for the proper working of the village courts
known as panchayat -courts and the forest panchayats.
The Talisildar and tlic Kith-Magistrate.
Each division consists of one or more taluks each of which is
in charge of a Tahsilclar who is responsible to the He/venue
Divisional Officer for the collection of the revenue due to the
Government and for the proper administration of all -matters con-
nected with the land other than Irrigation, Agriculture and
Forestry in their technical aspects and Registration, and whose
business it is to keep in touch with the activities of all depart-
ments of the Government in his taluk and to have the same general
knowledge concerning hi* taluk as the Revenue Divisional Officer
has concerning his division. He is specially charged with the duty
of seeing that the revenue due to the Government is promptly and
properly collected and with superintendence over the work of the
village officers. To assist him -he has a number of Revenue
Inspectors, each of whom is entrusted with the supervision of the
work of the village officers in a number of villages and with the
performance in those villages of certain specified duties in con-
nexion with the administration of matters connected with the land
and the collection of the revenue. The Revenue Inspectors are
clerks deputed from tho Tahsildar's office after passing certain
qualifying tests; and the Tuhsildar himself is a member of the
Madras Subordinate Service who has usually risen from the post
cif a clerk. The Talisildar is ex-officio a Subordinate Magistrate;
but he rarely exercises any magisterial powers. In the more im-
portant taluks the Talisildar not infrequent!}* has also the assistance
of a Deputy Talisildar who is directly responsible subject to the
general supervision of the Tahsildar for the. revenue administration
of a portion of the taluk.
For each taluk there is a Sub-Magistrate stationed at the
Tahsildar's headquarters who disposes of all criminal cases which
are not of sufficient importance to be tried by the Subdivisional
Magistrate or so petty as to bring them within the jurisdiction of
the. Village Court. A Deputy Tahsildar, where such an officer
exists, also exercises the powers of a Sub-Magistrate and tries
within liis jurisdiction the cases which would otherwise have been
disposed of by the Sub-Magistrate at the Tahsildar's headquarters.
The Village Officers.
For each village there is a headman, a karnam (i.e., accountant)
and tisuallv three or more village servants. These attend to the
actual details of general administration in the village. The head-
man is the representative of Government in the village. He
exercised petty magisterial powers and, unless a Village Panchayat
Court has been established for the Tillage, he disposes summarily
of civil suits in which the amount of money involved is small. He
is responsible for the collection of all the revenue due to Govern-
ment from the village and has to perform a number of miscel-
laneous administrative duties. He is directly responsible to tbe